
Professor Emma Otta (IPUSP) (Instituto de Psicologia -

 IPUSP), Organizer

Professor Ana Maria Loffredo (Diretora Instituto de 

Psicologia da USP - IPUSP) 

Professor Marcelo Costa (Diretor do Departamento de 

Psicologia Experimental PSE - IPUSP)

Professor Sylvio Roberto Accioly Canuto (Pró-Reitor de 

Pesquisa da USP)

The University of São Paulo Twin Panel:  fostering 

research on twin-related issues from a psychological 

perspective 

Professor Emma Otta and Psychologist Eloisa S. 

Fernandes (IPUSP)

The Uruguayan Twins Project: Analysis of twinning rates 

between 1999-2015. Foundation of a registry of 

Uruguayan twins. Collaboration with the USP Twin Panel

Professor Sylvia Corte (Etología, Facultad de Ciencias, 

Universidad de la República, UdelaR)

The Longitudinal Israeli Study of Twins (LIST): fostering 

social developmental study 

Professor Ariel Knafo-Noam (Psychology Department, The 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

Moderator: Dr. Tania Kiehl Lucci                                               

(Instituto de Psicologia da USP - IPUSP)
10:05 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.

Mixed models and statistical analysis of twin data

Vinicius Frayze David, M.S. (Instituto de Psicologia - USP)

Moderator: Professor Claudio Possani                               

(Instituto de Matemática e Estatística - IME-USP)
10:50 a.m - 11:05 a.m.

Environmental sensitivity and vantage sensitivity -

Professor Michael Pluess (Department of Biological and 

Experimental Psychology, Queen Mary University of 

London)

11:15 a.m. - 11.30 a.m.

Behavior Genetics and Mainstream Social Science – 

Professor Eric Turkheimer (Department of Psychology, 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia) 

11:30 a.m. - 11.45 a.m.

Moderator: Vinicius Frayze David                                        

(Instituto de Psicologia da USP - IPUSP)
11:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

TWIN STUDIES IN BEHAVIORAL AND HEALTH RESEARCH: CURRENT STATUS, PROSPECTS AND APPLICATIONS

DECEMBER 11 - MORNING - BRAZILIAN TIME ZONE (GMT-03)

Opening 09:00 a.m. - 09:15 a.m.

Laying the foundation for a 

Research Program

Statistical analysis of  twin 

data

09:20 a.m. – 09:35 a.m. 

09:35 a.m. - 09:50 a.m.

09:50 a.m - 10:05 a.m.

10:30a.m. – 10:50 a.m.

Subjective well-being and 

individual differences



Development of twinship in childhood                               

Hila Segal, Ph.D. (Hebrew University of Jerusalem)
02:00 p.m. - 02:15 p.m.

Relationship among twins in childhood: effects of 

zygosity, age and sex                                                               

Tania Kiehl Lucci Ph.D., Isabella França Ferreira, Vinicius F. 

David (Instituto de Psicologia da USP)

02:15 p.m. - 02:30 p.m.

Twins reared apart                                                                      

Professor Nancy Segal (Director  of the Twin Studies 

Center,  California State University, Fullerton)

02:30 p.m. - 02:45 p.m.

Moderator: Professor Plinio Almeida Barbosa

(Universidade Estadual de Campinas)
02:45 p.m. - 03:00 p.m.

Attachment between Uruguayan twins (Monozygotic 

and Dizygotic)                                                                           

Professor Dra. Laura Szteren (Facultad de Psicología, 

Universidad de la República, UdelaR) Valentina Melo-

González (Etología, Facultad de Ciencias. Universidad de la 

República, UdelaR)

3:10 p.m. – 03:25 p.m.

Exploring adult attachment style in twins 

Professor Rachel Coêlho Ripardo Teixeira (Núcleo de 

Teoria e Pesquisa do Comportamento (NTPC - UFPA)

Moderator: Professor Nara Côrtes Andrade  

(Universidade Católica do Salvador – UCSAL)
03:40 p.m. - 03:55 p.m.

Coffee Break

Panel UNB of twins: Life History Theory and Personality 

Professor Mauro da Silva Jr (Departamento de Processos 

Psicológicos Básicos, Instituto de Psicologia, Universidade 

de Brasília - UNB)

04:20 p.m. - 04:35 p.m

Evaluation of food neophobia in twins                   

Professor Fivia de Araújo Lopes (Departamento de 

Fisiologia e Comportamento, Centro de Biociências, 

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte - UFRN)

04:35 p.m. - 04:50 p.m.

Mate choice and sexual orientation in twin pairs            

Dr. Hellen Vivianni Veloso Corrêa                                  

(Universidade Federal do Pará - UFPA)

04:50 p.m. - 05:05 p.m.

Moderator:  Professor Rachel Coêlho Ripardo Teixeira 

(Núcleo de Teoria e Pesquisa do Comportamento (NTPC - 

UFPA)

05:05 p.m. - 05:20 p.m.

Twin pregnancy: challenges to reduce the preterm birth  

Dra. Maria de Lourdes Brizot (Departamento de 

Obstetricia e Ginecologia, Faculdade de Medicina da USP - 

FMUSP)

05:30 p.m. - 05:45 p.m.

Genetic influence on developmental enamel defects - 

Professora Marina de Deus Moura de Lima 

(Departamento de Patologia e Clínica Odontológica da 

Universidade Federal do Piauí - UFPI)

05:45 p.m. - 06:00 p.m.

Assessment of oral health outcomes among twins: the 

Cardec Twins initiative                                                      

Professor Fausto Medeiro Mendes (Departamento de 

Ortodontia e Odontopediatria, Faculdade de Odontologia 

da USP - FOUSP)

06:00 p.m. - 06:15 p.m.

Moderator: Laura Regina Antunes Pontes (Doutoranda 

em Odontopediatria - Faculdade de Odontologia da 

Universidade de São Paulo - FOUSP)

06:15 p.m. - 06:30 p.m.

Health and Well-Being

Attachment in adult twins 

03:25 p.m. - 03:40 p.m.

Psychological perspective 

on twinship development

Behavioral predispositions 

in twins: Brazilian samples
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